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A Plan to Resume Limited In-Person Gatherings at Peace Lutheran Church  

 

Starting in July: 

• Access will be granted into the church building during office hours: Tue/Wed/Thu 8:30am-4pm 

and Fri 8:30am-12:00pm. (Press intercom button (TWICE) to left of main entrance doors to 

notify staff of your arrival. After hearing door unlock, pull on handle of door closest to intercom 

to open.) 

• During Sunday Facebook Live worship services at 9:00am, beginning Sun, July 19, we will have 

an in-person congregation in our Peace sanctuary. The current maximum allowed in our 

sanctuary, accounting for the necessary social distance spacing, is 75 people. Note: this number is 

not fixed, as it depends on the grouping of households with more than two members present and 

households that number one or two. 

• Small groups may meet for a maximum of one hour in Peace’s Social Hall. Round tables have 

been removed. Four 8’ banquet tables are set up in the center of the social hall with chairs spaced 

6’ apart. 

• Outdoor worship services are scheduled for Tuesdays, July 7 & 14, at 7pm. If weather is bad, the 

worship service/s will be canceled. Bill Latare of our Worship & Music Board is coordinator. 

 

 

While we are excited to gather again in person in a limited manner, we also do this with some trepidation. 

In order to worship during the COVID-19 pandemic, the MN Department of Health and the Center for 

Disease Control (CDC) have issued guidelines that Peace Lutheran Church Council has carefully 

considered. To abide by those guidelines and provide in-person experiences, Peace Council asks our 

church family to please abide by the following guidelines: 

✓ You must wear a facemask or face covering while in the church building. Wearing of a 

facemask or face covering outside of the church building is optional. 

✓ Maintain 6-10 feet physical distance from others (apart from your own household members). 

✓ Wash your hands if you use a tissue or touch your face. 

 

 

When you come for worship expect changes: 

• Enter/exit building through main doors only, stay to the right (think: driving lanes). 

• Sanctuary doors will be propped open the entire time people are in the building—enter/exit 

Sanctuary through doors on your right. 

• Sanctuary chairs have been removed. Upon entering Sanctuary, you will get a folding chair or 

stackable chair and an usher will direct you as to where it should be placed based on people 

currently seated and the number of people in your household who are attending. 

• If bulletin is provided, take it with you when you leave or drop it into recycling bin by Sanctuary 

doors when leaving. (Ushers will NOT be collecting used bulletins.) 

• There will be no communal singing. 

• There will be no physical contact while sharing the peace of our Lord. 
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• Holy Communion will be offered the first Sunday of each month and be “in one kind” (bread in 

the form of a gluten-free wafer). Each household will receive a Dixie cup containing a wafer for 

each communing person. 

• There will be no passing of collection baskets for offering. Please place your offering in the 

designated collection basket as you enter/exit the sanctuary. 

• The congregation will be dismissed in sections following worship to maintain social distance as 

people exit sanctuary through doorway on right. 

• Following service, proceed outside and go directly to your vehicle. 

• Education Wing doors will remain locked, and that half of the building will be closed. 

• Nursery will be closed. 

 

 

Your participation and cooperation are necessary for the Peace community to share responsibility in 

maintaining the highest safety standards possible. Please consider signing up to help in worship (via The 

SCOOP or Peace’s website or by calling the office) with any of the following: 

• Read scripture lessons during worship 

• Provide special music – vocal and/or instrumental 

• Read prayers during worship 

• Serve as media person (advance slides during worship) 

• Clean surfaces touched following worship using sanitizing spray and paper towels 

• The first Sunday each month, distribute to each household (before worship service begins) 

communion wafers in a Dixie cup 

• Usher: involves directing people before and after the worship service, assisting them with placing 

their chair/s in sanctuary and, once everyone has left the sanctuary, wiping down chairs with 

sanitizer sprayed on paper towels before placing chairs back on chair rack or restacking them 

• Assist with online worship in any of the above listed ways or through other creative means not 

listed 

 

You’re Welcome to Come to Worship at Peace, but… 

While your pastor and friends from Peace long to greet you and join with you in worship, we implore you 

to take responsibility for yourself first. If you are in a high-risk category please stay home and watch the 

Facebook Live broadcast of the service. High risk categories include the following: 

✓ Older adults (age 65+) 

✓ People with chronic lung disease or moderate to severe asthma 

✓ People who have serious heart conditions 

✓ People who are immunocompromised 

Many conditions can cause a person to be immunocompromised, including cancer treatment, 

smoking, bone marrow or organ transplantation, immune deficiencies, poorly controlled HIV 

or AIDS, and prolonged use of corticosteroids and other immune weakening medications 

✓ People with diabetes 

✓ People with chronic kidney disease undergoing dialysis 

✓ People with liver disease 
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In addition, please do not attend worship if… 

• You are not feeling well 

• You have a fever 

• You are sick 

 

Finally, there are several other things you should know before you attend worship: 

• The decision to worship is a joint decision by the leaders and the staff at Peace that 

depends on the whole community to share in the responsibility of maintaining the safest 

possible environment. 

• If the guidelines outlined by the Worship & Music Board are not followed, in-person 

worship will be suspended again. 

• Pastor Mark has set personal boundaries for his own safety and the safety of his family 

and our church family. He will be maintaining social distance and wearing a mask except 

while leading worship. 

 

You are urged to take responsibility for yourself and consider our whole community as you 

determine if in-person worship is an option for you. Please take precautions to keep yourself as 

safe as possible. If you do not feel comfortable with in-person worship at Peace, stay safe, stay 

home and participate in the online worship that will continue to be broadcast live on Peace’s 

Facebook page. 

 

We are Church, together! The Apostle Paul wrote to the Christians in Rome: “For I am 

convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to 

come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate 

us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Romans 8:38-39 

 

 

 

 


